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Copyright Act (No. Ill of 1914) provides certain summary
remedies for infringement; but save on one point to which
I shall draw attention hereafter, does not alter the English
Act.
The Act of 1911 lias imprinted itself on my memory, be-
cause it \\as the first Statute with the making of which I had
any personal connection, though in a very humble capacity
indeed. I was at that time " devilling " for Sir John Simon,
then Solicitor-General and later Lord Chancellor, who was
one of the Ministers in charge of the Committee stage of the
bill; and I remember very well sitting day after day in the
Committee room, listening to rather tedious debates and the
consideration of the various amendments which members of
the Committee sought to bring forward, many of them show-
ing very little understanding of the principles of the bill or
of the just claim of authors to be permitted to enjoy the
fruits of their own brains and labour. Particularly was this
the case with the Labour members of the Committee, less
experienced in public affairs than they are now, who could
only see in any copyright at all a sinister attempt to deprive
the working man of cheap literature, not realising that the
labourer is always worthy of his hire, and that the creations
of the brain are, without the protection of copyright, exposed
to the certainty of exploitation to an extent much greater
than the manual worker has ever dreamed of. The critics of
the bill might indeed have justified their attitude by a refer-
ence to the speech of Macaulay to which I have already
referred; for he said of copyright: " It is a tax on readers
for the purpose of giving a bounty to writers. The tax is an
exceedingly bad one; it is a tax on one of the most innocent
and salutary of human pleasures," Nevertheless, he con-
cluded that "it is desirable that we should have a supply of
good books; we cannot have such a supply unless men of
letters are liberally remunerated; and the least objectionable
way of remunerating them is by means of copyright."
It will be convenient to consider first what may be the
subject matter of copyright; next the legal rights which
copyright confers, for what period those rights exist, and
what.constitutes, an infringement of them ; then the title to
copyright and how it ibay .be assigned or :transmitted to